
Call (865) 457-4566 
www.carriagehill-trace.com

email: thooper@hollingsworthcos.com

•Swimming Pool • Playgrounds 
• Free Cable TV • W&D Connections
1BR 1BA ................$515.00
2BR 2BA ................$580.00
3BR 2BA ................$645.00
Townhouses 2BR 2.5BA ...$640.00

Carriage Trace & Carriage Hill
Neighborhoods

Carriage TraCe 

1BR 1BA ................$515.00
2BR 1BA ................$565.00
Townhouses 2BR 1.5BA ...$600.00

•Swimming Pool • Free Cable TV
 • W&D Connections

Carriage HiLL

Git N Go #1
1106 Yarnell Ind Parkway

457-SAND deli
Git N Go #2
501 S. Main

457-EATS deli
Git N Go #3

630 Clinch Ave.
457-DELI

Git N Go #4
I-75

457-MEAL

Carriage Trace
& Carriage Hill
Neighborhoods

W/D Connections, FREE Cable,
24/7 Maintenance!

New Recipe.
Mouthwatering

Biscuits!
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MEMBER FOCUS

The Anderson County Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to host their Annu-
al Business Luncheon on February 6th 

at the Hollingsworth 
Center for Entrepre-
neurial Leadership 
(JA Biz Town), 2135 
N Charles G Seivers 
Blvd, Clinton, 11:30 
am-1:00 pm. 

This annual event 
will feature guest 

speaker, Ted Hall, Anchor/Manag-
ing Editor with WVLT TV.  Ted Hall 
anchors the 5:00, 6:00 and 11:00 pm 
newscasts on WVLT and the 10:00 pm 
newscast on CW. He has been honored 

in journalism with several Emmy’s, 
an Edward R. Murrow and many other 
awards in his 3 plus decades in news. 
Ted’s broadcasting career started in 
1983 at KNAB-AM/FM in Burlington, 
Colorado. His first Television news job 
was at KLOE-TV/AM in Goodland, 
Kansas. Their claim to fame was being 
the smallest TV station in America that 
did it’s own local newscasts. Ted also 
worked at Wichita, Lawrence and Tope-
ka, Kansas TV stations before coming to 
Knoxville. After 18 years of working in 
Knoxville at WBIR, Ted went to WXIA-
TV in Atlanta as an evening news 
anchor. Ted says he and his family are 
thrilled to be back in East Tennessee 

and is truly happy to call WVLT home. 
During this event, the Anderson 

County Chamber of Commerce will also 
announce the winners of the following 
Volunteer Awards: Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, R.C. Hoskins Award (Male 
& Female), Ambassador of the Year, 
and the Young Professional of the Year 
Award. 

Tickets for the Annual Business 
Luncheon are $25.00 members/ $30.00 
non-members and $175.00 for a mem-
ber table. Tickets may be purchased at 
http://bit.ly/ACLunch19 or by  calling 
the Anderson County Chamber of Com-
merce at (865) 457-2559. Tickets will be 
sold until February 1, 2019. 

Ted Hall to Speak at Business Luncheon

Wanting to extend your leadership 
skills and develop a stronger con-
nection to the community of Ander-
son County? The Anderson County 
Chamber of Commerce is now taking 
applications for Leadership Anderson 
County’s Class of 2020! 

   The Leadership Anderson County 
Advisory Board has designed a course 
curriculum to develop emerging lead-
ers, while simultaneously promoting 
the importance and strengths of our 

community. This program promotes 
leadership development, facilitates 
networking with other professionals in 
the community, and allows an oppor-
tunity for community service through-

out the year. Local business leaders, 
public officials, and individuals in the 
Anderson County community are all 
invited to apply to the program. 

  The Anderson County Chamber of 
Commerce will be accepting applica-
tions until April 19, 2019. For more 
information about Leadership Ander-
son County along with the Early Bird 
Pricing, please go to www.anderson-
countychamber.org or call the Cham-
ber of Commerce at (865) 457-2559. 

Leadership Anderson County Applications Are Open! 

The Community Bank of East Ten-
nessee an office of Southern Bank of 
Tennessee has been serving Clinton and 
Anderson County since March 1999. We 
are located at 151 E. Broad St, Clinton, TN. 
Our headquarters is located at 675 N. Mt. 
Juliet, TN and we have offices in Smyrna 
and Lebanon TN.  

The Community Bank of  East Tennes-
see is a full service bank. We offer loans 
and financial services to individuals, 
small businesses, middle-market compa-
nies, and major corporations. Along with 
an array of personal checking, business 
accounts, savings accounts, Money  Mar-
kets, CD, IRA and Wealth Management.  

The business philosophy has always 
been to provide a high level of customer 
service with experienced community 
bankers and local decision-making.  We 
invite you to stop by and visit Peggy Ad-
cock or Andy Wade or give them a call. We 
think you will find it easy to see why, The 
People of Anderson County voted “The 
Community Bank of East Tennessee “The 
Best Bank of Anderson County in 2018” . 

Jan Waldroop, Branch Manager and 
her team offer superior customer service. 
Our continuing goal will always be to 
treat you like friends and family and have 
a “kitchen table” spirit making you feel 
special to us and your banking needs. 
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139 S. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.

& Soda Fountain
Family Owned & Operated Since 1930

Hoskins Drug Store
865-457-4340

111 N. Main St., Clinton

Hoskins Medical Supply
865-457-2341

101 N. Main St., Clinton

Prescriptions • Diabetic Supplies
Medical Equipment

Most Major Insurance Accepted

Hoskins
Drug Stores

3M
Anderson County Career and Technical Center
Anderson County Head start 
Alexander Guest House
Anderson County Family Chiropractic
Anderson County Schools
Appalachian Arts & Crafts Center
Auto Medic, Inc.
Blue Ridge Broadcasting
Buffalo Creek Florist & Nursery
Caitlin Nolan Bonding Company
Children’s Defense Fund
City of Clinton
Claxton Supply, Inc.
Clinch River Home Health
Clinton Rotary Club
Clinton Utilities Board
Community Bank of East Tennessee
Costco Wholesale
Crossroads Ministry, Inc.
DoubleTree of Oak Ridge
Dura- Line Corporation 
Education Foundation for Clinton City                       

and Anderson County Schools
Edward Jones – George Paynter
Emory Valley Center
Enrichment Federal Credit Union
Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Faith Promise Church – Anderson County
Farm Bureau
First Volunteer Bank
Five Star Food Service
Gary Coleman – Fox Toyota
Gary Cooper Insurance 
Goodwill Industries
Greenfield Senior Living
H & R Block – Tanner Place
Habitat for Humanity of Anderson County
Hamock’s Perkadeli & Catering
Harrison Construction – Concrete Division
Helen Ross McNabb Center
Hollingsworth Companies
HoneyBaked Ham of Oak Ridge
Hoskins Drug Store #2, Inc.
Joey Smith – Sellers Realty
John’s Tire & Service Inc.

J.S. Ridenour Construction, Inc.
Kenna Stephens Construction LLC. 
Landon Electric 
LaBelle Optometrist Office
Little Ponderosa Zoo
Loudon County Fence Company
M.I.G. (Madison Insurance Group)
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge
McGrew Engineering & Surveying
McNeely Family Physicians 
Michael Brady Inc.
Mid-Cumberland Human Resource
Milly’s Wings
Museum of Appalachia
NHC Healthcare, Oak Ridge
Norris Health & Rehab Center
Oak Ridge Utility District
Occupational Health Systems
Old Ben Franklin Motors
Panera Bread
Paschal Solutions, Inc
Pellissippi State Community College
Peoples Bank of the South

Pharma Packaging Solutions
Pizza Inn
PolyOne DHCompounding
Powell-Clinch Utility District
Pryse Orthodontics
Regions Bank
Remotec, Inc.
Roane State Community College
Rogers Group, Inc.
Sellers Realty, LLC
Senior Helpers
Southern Gossip Boutique
State Farm – Herbie Clark
Steve Pyatt Insurance
Staybridge Suites
Techmer PM
TSI Staffing
The Oak Ridger
The Soup Kitchen
Timothy A. Bible, DDS
TN Bank

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RENEWAL!

All Convention & Expo Services
Tradeshow Services
701 Henley Street
Knoxville, TN 37902
865-251-6016
www.acesknox.com

CMOco
Marketing and Advertising
408 North Cedar Bluff Suite 160
Knoxville, TN 37923
865-522-4814
www.cmoco.com

EventShop
Event Planning
304 West Jackson Ave.
Knoxville, TN 37902
865-824-8214
www.eventshopknox.com

Sassy Pants 
Sweets & Treats Bakery
125 Randolph Road 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830
865-963-7357

The Stair Agency
Talent Agency
308-A Market Street
Clinton, TN 37716
865-269-5112
www.thestairagency.com

The Spindle Tree
Meeting & Banquet Facility 
303 Market Street
Clinton, TN 37716
865-293-6367
www.spindletreeclinton.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
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 The Anderson County Chamber of 
Commerce would like to congratulate 
the following staff members on their 
new positions. Formerly the Execu-
tive Assistant, Marsha Stapleton has 
accepted the role of Membership 
Coordinator. Stapleton has been with 
the Anderson County Chamber of 
Commerce for three years now.  On 
accepting her new role, Marsha says, 
“I am excited about my new role as 
Membership Coordinator because I 
get to share how great the Anderson 
County Chamber of Commerce is and 
have the opportunity to help it grow 
and benefit our community.”

  Formerly the Membership Coordi-
nator, Jared Forgety has accepted the 
role of Public Relations Coordinator. 
Forgety has been with the Chamber 
of Commerce for a year and a half. On 
accepting his new position, Jared says, 
“I am excited about this new opportu-
nity to continue on the ground work 
set forth by Taylor Martin. Taylor 
made social media relevant to our 
organization and help to shine a big 
light on what’s happening in Ander-
son County. My hope is to build on the 
progress already made.”

New Roles at the Chamber of Commerce

“I am excited about my new role as 

Membership Coordinator because I 

get to share how great the Anderson 

County Chamber of Commerce is and 

have the opportunity to help it grow 

and benefit our community.”

— Marsha Stapleton, Membership Coordinator

“I am excited about this new opportunity to continue 

on the ground work set forth by Taylor Martin. 

Taylor made social media relevant to our 

organization and help to shine a big light on what’s 

happening in Anderson County. My hope is to build 

on the progress already made.”

— Jared Forgety, Public Relations Coordinator
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ANDERSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

The Anderson County School system has broke 
ground on a new Head Start Facility. The facility will 
serve teen moms from pregnancy to birth as well as 
facilitate child care while the mother and father attend 
high school.  

The project integrates Early Head Start with adult 
education in support to pregnant moms and teen 
parents.  The combination of early education, fam-
ily services, and adult education targets breaking the 
cycle of generational poverty.  The adult education and 
family services support young pregnant moms and teen 
parents to complete their education, receive technical 
training for a career, and receive support navigating 
the job market.   The Early Head Start Services will 
increase school readiness for the children while also 
providing parenting education to the young parents.  
The project targets breaking the cycle of generational 
poverty at the critical period of young pregnancy. 

The project addresses a current service problem 
related to teen parents.  This need is reflected in the 
program’s CA which shows that low wage and lack of 
available jobs are critical problems in the Anderson 
County community. One of the program’s CA goals 
address this problem: Parents will become better 
educated so that they can make a living wage to support 
families. The program currently serves Early Head 
Start families including pregnant mothers and teen 
parents. Current EHS caregivers’ schedule must be 
adjusted to support teen mothers enrolled in Anderson 
County Schools’ high schools. These teen parents need 
EHS to extend mornings and/or afternoons so that they 
can drop off their children and arrive to class on time 
and attend the entire high school day.  Current sched-
ule adjustments create staffing challenges that affect 
the instructional day, which affects increasing school 
readiness for children.  A high school or equivalent 
diploma is crucial in order to receive training or college 

credit.  Young mothers and fathers must complete high 
school.  Having an EHS center at the Anderson County 
Career and Technical center, which serves both of the 
county’s high schools, will support high school stu-
dents with children in achieving this goal.  The project 
allows the program to more effectively serve pregnant 
mothers and teen parents in order to support them 
with obtaining a high school diploma.  The program 
will relocate on Clinton EHS classroom to Anderson 
County’s Career and Technical Center (ACCTC). This 
facility serves career and technical path students from 
both Anderson County High Schools.

The ACCTC includes cohorts of high school students 
studying child development and early childhood educa-
tion.  The early childhood education program is already 
a partner with Anderson County Schools’ Head Start 
and Early Head Start.  The location and that partner-
ship will benefit both programs. Serving pregnant 
moms and teen parents in this facility also better 

supports teen parents staying in school.  The relocated 
classroom will serve 8 EHS families including pregnant 
mothers and teen parents.  The program is working 
closely with Anderson County Schools’ Central Of-
fice Administration, and Principal, Robbie Herrell. 
Mr. Herrell provides on-site coordination for facilities 
personnel and contractors conducting assessment and 
planning in support of the project. Principal Herrell 
understands that teen parents are highly at risk of en-
tering into the cycle of generational poverty.  Complet-
ing education is paramount to breaking the cycle.  As 
a career and technical school principal, his school has 
close partnership industry in the county.  He knows the 
training and education adult students need for employ-
ment in area companies and business.  In meeting with 
Mr. Herrell, he stated that if we combine the Early Head 
Start services to tee parents with adult education pro-
vided through Anderson County Career and Technical 
Center, “The possibilities here are endless.” 

Anderson County Schools Breaks Ground on New Head Start Facility

12 Seniors represented Clinton High And 
Anderson County High at the 3rd Annual Junior 
Achievement Miss Business Conference held 
November 13 at the Downtown Knoxville Mar-
riott. Callie Archer, president of Junior Achieve-
ment of East Tennessee says, “The day long event 
is designed to connect our future leaders with 
successful professional women eager to share 
what they love with the next generation”.  Nomi-
nees were chosen as part of 100 young ladies in 

East Tennessee representing promising leaders. 
The day included several speakers such as Patri-
cia Bible, owner of Ka-Tom Restaurant supply. 
Each girls also participated in a dining etiquette 
workshop presented by the 5 O’Clock Cotillion’s 
Mindy Coulter. “The best part of the day was real-
izing I can be an independent successful woman, 
“ said Clinton High’s Christina Towner.  The trip 
was chaperoned by CHS Business teacher Karen 
Campbell and sponsored by GEAR UP. 

ACS Students Attend Miss Business
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CLINTON CITY SCHOOLS

Partnership advances Science, Technology, Engineering & Math
Clinton City Schools is proud to announce a joint 

venture with Oak Ridge Associated Universities.  A 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed by Direc-
tor of Schools, Kelly Johnson, and President and CEO of 
ORAU, Andy Page on Friday, January 4. This MOU es-
tablishes a partnership between CCS and ORAU whose 
goal is to advance Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM) education within our school 
system.  ORAU will support our schools, teachers and 
students with a series of STEM learning experiences 
that will encourage students’ natural curiosities while 
developing problem solving skills, resilience, and cre-
ativity.  Exposing students to STEM concepts early will 
help to encourage students to explore STEM ideas as 
well as build their confidence that they can “do science”.  

ORAU has a long history of supporting K-12 educa-
tion through summer programs for students as well as 
teachers.  CCS teachers have participated for several 
years in ORAU’s Education Grant Programs and sum-
mer professional development activities.  This MOU 
takes this existing relationship to a new level.  Through 
this agreement we have established a collaborative 
framework where we can introduce and explore spe-
cific projects, programs, and activities for the schools, 
students, and our teachers.  We are excited to utilize 
the expertise that ORAU has to offer to provide our stu-
dents with the highest caliber of STEM opportunities.  
Our teachers will work side by side with ORAU mas-

ter teachers to expand their knowledge and practices 
which only strengthens our instruction.  

One of our first collaborations will be a STEM camp 
scheduled for summer 2019.  This four-day camp for 
3rd-5th grade students will focus on problem solving 
using technology and raw materials.  Students will 
have opportunities to participate in activities that 
demand creative problem solving, research, commu-
nication, creative thinking, resilience and prototyp-
ing.  Students will be exposed to technologies and tools 
such as 3D printers, electrical circuitry, robotics, and 

“unplugged” equipment to explore, create, and problem 
solve.  Students will also have opportunities in coding 
and engineering.  This camp will be provided absolute-
ly free to our students. 

CCS teachers, along with ORAU Master Teachers, 
will plan and teach collaboratively. This collaboration 
will bring the finest, most innovative opportunities 
in STEM education for CCS students and teachers.  
We look forward to a long-standing relationship with 
ORAU.  We are grateful for their commitment to this 
community and our students.  

Each year, the staff at each school 
nominates and votes on one teacher 
in the building to represent the school 
as the “Teacher of the Year.” While all 
the teachers in our schools are dedi-
cated to the profession, the Teacher of 
the Year has gone above and beyond 
regular classroom instruction to 
impact the lives of students and the 
community. This honor is particu-
larly noteworthy because it is voted 
upon by colleagues. Therefore, each of 
these individuals are highly respected 
within the school community. The 
Principal of the Year is chosen by the 
Director of Schools. Congratulations 
to Mrs. Jenna Sharp, Principal of 

Clinton Elementary School, for being 
chosen the 2019 CCS Principal of the 
Year. During her five years as Prin-
cipal at CES, the school has received 
Reward School status on several 
occasions. She serves as the Lead 
Principal for Clinton City Schools 
and has served on the University of 
TN Rural Education Network for the 
past 2 years. She is also serving as the 
President for the East TN Principal’s 
Network in collaboration with the TN 
State Department of Education. Her 
collaborative and supportive leader-
ship style is one of the many strengths 
that contributed to her being the CCS 
Principal of the Year.

Clinton City Schools Names Teacher of the Year 2019
Congratulations to the following professionals:

Clinton 
Elementary School

Allison Swanner, 
Art Teacher K-6

North Clinton 
Elementary School 

Jyl Smithson, 
Third Grade Teacher

South Clinton 
Elementary School 

Jean Fielden, 
Third Grade Teacher

Principal 
of the Year

Mrs. Jenna Sharp,
Clinton Elementary



PAGE 6	         THE ANDERSON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE	 JANUARY 2019

(865) 426-2822

www.PowellClinch.com

ANDERSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

As the latest ACT scores roll in seniors 
at both ACHS and CHS are working hard 
to prepare final essays for scholarships 
and making final college visits. “One of the 
most exciting things about being the GEAR 
UP Coordinator is seeing our students find 
their place at college.  You can often tell by 
the response of a student walking a campus 
whether a particular college will remain 
on their list of possibilities.  Watching them 
begin to see themselves as college students 
rather than high school students is incred-
ibly rewarding.”, say Hoppy Merryman 
who organizes college visits. Students take 
college visits with classes and in small 
groups. Often ACHS and CHS student 
travel together and begin to create new 
friendships based on what colleges they are 
choosing. According to Merryman this is a 
great time for parents to meet as well. “The 
process to get to college can be scary and 
intimidating but we do all we can to make 
it fun!” say Merryman. Visits have been 
taken to TCAT, UTC and UTK recently to 
try to help seniors make final decisions. 

Bigger ACTs and More Decisions — 
A good problem!

Anderson County School’s Innovation Acad-
emy, which uses an online learning curriculum 
called Odysseyware, was asked to be featured 
in Odysseyware’s new promotional video in 
September. ACOLA students T.J. Stephens and 
Ravyn Plamp and staff members Krista Petrick, 
Ginger Sills, and Dr. Tricia Jones all interviewed 
with the Odysseyware marketing team to help 
create the promotional video. To show their 
appreciation, the Odysseyware team invited 
Krista Petrick and Dr. Tricia Jones to represent 
Anderson County Schools and Odysseyware at 
the 2018 iNACOL Symposium and to an Odys-
seyware event in Nashville. The symposium 
invited thousands of North American educators 
to collaborate and learn about new innovative 
technology, policies, and programs that appeal to 
the 21st-century student. While at NACOL Krista 
and Tricia attended the Odysseyware event, 
where the Innovation Academy video was shown 
to other educators. Tricia and Krista were able to 
meet several Odysseyware team members and to 
share with educators from all over the U.S. how 
Anderson County is using Odysseyware to meet 
the needs of Every Student, Every Day.

ACS Innovation Academy 
Featured in 

Promotional Video
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494-5400
111 Acuff Lane, Clinton
Corner of NAGAF Road and Highway 61
www.meadowviewassisted.com

Call to be placed on our waiting list

CLINTON CITY SCHOOLS

The second group of Clinton City 
Schools’ fourth graders graduated 
from the Ace of Shakes Program. 
For the past 8-10 weeks, students 
have been practicing soft skills and 
strategies for making a good first 
impression. Members of the commu-
nity graciously donated their time to 
come shake their hands each Thurs-
day as an opportunity for practice. 
The growth among all students is 
simply amazing!!! Self-confidence has 
exploded as students make eye con-
tact, shake with a firm grip, smile, 
and speak loudly/slowly. Lieutenant 
Campbell, with the Clinton Police 
Department, played a huge role in the 
success of this program. He kicked 
off the program by speaking with 
students about the importance of soft 
skills, and he returned to give them 
their graduation gift. Many thanks 
to CNS for their sponsorship of this 
program for our students. We hear 
repeatedly from industries that the 
workforce is severely lacking in soft 
skills. The Ace of Shakes program is 
a great way to build skills and confi-
dence at a very young age. Congratu-
lations, fourth graders! We are proud 
of you!

Ace of Shakes 
Graduation: 
Cohort #2

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, 
more than 700 presents were brought 
into the doors of Clinton Elementary 
School by students and staff to be given 
to the 4th Annual Mabry’s Movement 
Toy Drive. 

This toy drive was started in memory 
of sweet Mabry Kate Webb, daughter of 
5th grade teacher Christin Webb, who 
was diagnosed with Krabbe Disease, a 
type of Leukodystrophy, at 6 months of 
age. She passed away at just 10 months 
of age. While her time here on earth 
was short, her impact was and contin-
ues to be huge. In addition to being the 
inspiration behind Mabry’s Movement 
Toy Drive, she is also the inspiration 
behind a state law in Tennessee that 
was passed in 2015 known as the Mabry 
Kate Webb Act, which now requires 
all hospitals in Tennessee to screen for 
Krabbe Disease and 5 other similar, 
terminal diseases at birth. All these 
diseases are treatable if diagnosed 
before symptoms begin. Mabry Kate’s 
brother Owen also has Krabbe Disease, 
but he received treatment and is a 
shining example of the importance of 
newborn screening. 

The Webbs know what it is like to 
spend months in the hospital. They 
wanted to be able to bring some light to 
other families battling similar circum-
stances during the Christmas season 
in honor of their daughter. Although 
this is not the first year of Mabry’s 
Movement, it is the beginning of CES’s 
partnership with the movement. Mrs. 
Webb, along with Ms. Murphy (6th 
grade teacher), started an afterschool 
program called the Noble Knights Ser-
vice Club for 5th and 6th graders this 

fall. In November, the students were 
educated about Krabbe Disease, saw 
how much of an impact Mabry Kate 
had on the world, helped to prepare 
posters to spread around the school, 
and wrote morning announcements to 
be read to increase awareness of this 
project. Every morning before school, 
members of the Noble Knights helped 
to sort and tally the presents that were 
donated. The club then gathered to 
organize and tag presents with Mabry’s 
Movement labels before the toys were 
delivered to East Tennessee Children’s 
Hospital and Duke’s Pediatric Blood 
and Marrow Transplant Unit. The 
Webbs, along with the Noble Knights, 
could not be more excited over the huge 
participation in this toy drive. We are 
looking forward to seeing this project 
grow in the future through the gener-
osity of Clinton families to remember 
Mabry Kate and spread a little Christ-
mas cheer to children who have to 
spend the holidays in the hospital.

CES Joins Mabry’s Movement
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BOARD OFFICERS 
Chairman: Robin Hunley is the Marketing Manager at Powell Clinch Util-

ity District where she has been employed for the past 
19 years.  She is also an adjunct marketing instructor 
with teaching experienced at several universities.
In addition to her chamber board seat, Robin serves 
as the Chair-Elect for the Boys and Girls Club of North 

Anderson County and is a member of the Tennessee Gas Association 
Marketing Committee.
Robin holds a M.S. in Integrated Marketing Communications from West 
Virginia University, a B.S. in Organizational Management from Tusculum 
College and an A.A.S. in Business Management from Roane State Com-
munity College. She is also a graduate from East Tennessee Regional, 
Anderson County and Campbell County Leadership Programs.
Robin lives in Norris with her Husband Mark and their daughters Raven 
and Macy. 

Chair-Elect: Heather Emert is the Mortgage Department Manager and 
Assistant Vice President at TNBANK. Heather joined 
TNBANK on July 14, 2014. She has spent the last 
26 years in the financial industry. Her experience 
includes being a licensed Affiliate Real Estate Broker, 
licensed residential Appraiser, Senior Mortgage Loan 

Officer and Commercial Loan Officer.  Heather is a graduate of Clinton 
High School and The University of Tennessee with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree. Heather and her family reside in Andersonville.

Treasurer: Melissa Bingham is the Vice President and Business Banker 
for First Volunteer Bank. She has been with the com-
pany for over a decade. Bingham is also an advocate 
for the Alzheimer’s Association, serving as Chair of the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s event for 2018 and 2019. 
Her and her family reside in South Clinton. 

Past-Chair: Barbara (BJ) Baxter is the Director of Operations for MMC 
HealthWorks, an occupational health clinic owned by 
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge. As part of the 
Covenant Health team, MMC HealthWorks provides 
services to over 500 Anderson and Knox County 
employers providing pre-placement, DOT and annual 

surveillance physical exams, drug screenings, as well as work related 
injury and illness treatment.
Baxter also oversees the operation of employee health services for 
Methodist and Roane Medical Center employees.
She came to HealthWorks having served as the clinic administrator 
for the Oak Ridge location of Concentra Medical Centers, the largest 
occupational health corporation in the nation. Prior to that, she served as 
marketing director for Occupational Health Services in Oak Ridge.
Baxter received her Bachelor of Arts degree in English and journalism 
from Stephen F. Austin University in Texas and went on to pursue studies 
in science, ultimately earning a Doctor of Chiropractic degree. She is 
a 2010 graduate of Leadership Anderson County, a 2011 graduate of 
Leadership Oak Ridge and currently serves on the Government Relations 
council for Anderson County Chamber.
Baxter and her husband, Brian, live in Norris. They have two daughters, 
Mindy and Kristen and three grandchildren.

BOARD MEMBERS 
Ron Edmond: Ron Edmond currently serves as the President of the 

Education Foundation for Clinton City and Anderson 
County Schools. Edmond also serves as an Owner/
Consultant at Ron Edmond Independent Consulting 
with more than 24 years of experience. He is also a 
nationally-known risk communication speaker, serves 

as faculty for the internationally-renowned Radiation Emergency As-
sistance Center/Training Site, and has international training experience.

Tammy Gross: Tammy Gross is the Marketing and 
Employee Relations Specialist for Paschal Solutions, 
Inc. Not only is Gross on the Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, but she also serves as an Ambas-
sador for the Chamber. 

Charlotte Johnson: Charlotte Johnson was born and raised in Clinton, 
Tn. After marrying her high school sweet heart, Brian, 
they bought their first business in Clinton. Thirty 
one years later, Johnson and her family owns three 
successful businesses in East Tennessee. One of which 
is located right on Main Street in the heart of Clinton, 

Johnson and Company General Store. Johnson and her husband have 
three children and are proud grandparents to five grandchildren. Char-
lotte Johnson believes in hard work, family, and community involvement. 

Craig Layman: Dr. Craig T. Layman, as the associate director for 
workforce development, is responsible for overseeing 
all of the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education 
(ORISE) programs that are related to science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) workforce 
development for the Department of Energy (DOE), 

including Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL), and for over 20 other 
federal agencies. He leads efforts to create and implement the STEM 
workforce development strategic plan, and he executes the strategic 
vision for ORISE. 
Prior to joining ORISE, Layman served as Knoxville campus director for 
academic student services and managed campus operations at Tusculum 
College where he worked to advance educational opportunities for adult 
students returning to the classroom. During his time at Tusculum, Layman 
served as a lecturer in the School of Business where he taught research 
methods and data analysis. 
Layman serves on the Board of Trustees at the Children’s Museum of 
Oak Ridge, the Anderson County Chamber of Commerce Education and 
Workforce Development Council and is a 2017 Leadership Oak Ridge 
graduate.  He is also a member of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the National Postdoctoral Association, and the 
National Association for Colleges and Employers. He earned his doctorate 
in educational research and evaluation from the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. 
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